66 THE MIDDLE STAGE AND THE READER
cr written exercises first and book matter afterwards. The
distinction between reading and speaking, however,
must not be drawn too widely. The first stage in the
lesson, or unit of teaching (for the three steps need not
exactly correspond to a single lesson for a single lesson
period), includes some oral work with the reading. And
ear training is incidental or Introductory.
A common plan in teaching a modern foreign language
in Western Europe, for example, is to select from the
text a passage of convenient length, a sentence or two
with the less advanced, or a complete paragraph with a
more advanced class, to be read aloud clearly first by the
teacher, the pupils listening in order to follow his mean-
ing. The purpose of this step is to clear away
preliminary difficulties of meaning—to explain words or
expressions that are new or, as may happen from lapse
of memory or in a fresh context, misunderstood. This
explanation is purely preliminary, and the teacher does
not stop at this stage to elaborate. An alternative
method, favoured by many teachers in India, is to explain
new words In isolation before attacking the passage
itself. The objection to this is that words are less easily
explicable alone than in a context, where the pupil has
often the chance and interest of guessing (or rather
inferring) the meaning, that in practical life words
appear In sentences and not in isolation, and that the
isolation method is found in practice to waste time.
The preliminary going over of the passage with
sufficient explanation of the meanings has the further
advantage of directing the pupils* pronunciation, and
recalling familiar language, almost unconsciously, and
of exemplifying the new words as sounded in sentences
{i.e., as used) not as sounded when separated by them-
selves. The passage thus made intelligible, it is now
read for pronunciation. Whether the teacher should
again read first, and the number of sentences to be taken
at a time, depends upon the progress already made by
the class. Individual and some simultaneous repetition
will come in here. If mispronunciations are few or
slight, they can be dealt with as they occur, or rather, to-
avoid flustering the reader, at the conclusion of his
sentence or passage.

